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Ballot Title: 
Limits or Prevents Barriers to Local Solar Electricity Supply 
 

Ballot Summary:  
Limits or prevents government and electric utility imposed barriers to supplying local solar electricity. Local 
solar electricity supply is the non-utility supply of solar generated electricity from a facility rated up to 2 

megawatts to customers at the same or contiguous property as the facility. Barriers include government 

regulation of local solar electricity suppliers’ rates, service and territory, and unfavorable electric utility rates, 
charges, or terms of service imposed on local solar electricity customers.  

 

Article and Section Being Created or Amended:  
Add new Section 29 to Article X  
 

Full Text of the Proposed Amendment:  
Section 29. Purchase and sale of solar electricity. –  
(a) PURPOSE AND INTENT. It shall be the policy of the state to encourage and promote local small-scale 

solar-generated electricity production and to enhance the availability of solar power to customers. This section 

is intended to accomplish this purpose by limiting and preventing regulatory and economic barriers that 

discourage the supply of electricity generated from solar energy sources to customers who consume the 
electricity at the same or a contiguous property as the site of the solar electricity production. Regulatory and 

economic barriers include rate, service and territory regulations imposed by state or local government on those 

supplying such local solar electricity, and imposition by electric utilities of special rates, fees, charges, tariffs, or 
terms and conditions of service on their customers consuming local solar electricity supplied by a third party 

that are not imposed on their other customers of the same type or class who do not consume local solar 

electricity.  
(b) PURCHASE AND SALE OF LOCAL SMALL-SCALE SOLAR ELECTRICITY.  

(1) A local solar electricity supplier, as defined in this section, shall not be subject to state or local government 

regulation with respect to rates, service, or territory, or be subject to any assignment, reservation, or division of 

service territory between or among electric utilities.  
(2) No electric utility shall impair any customer’s purchase or consumption of solar electricity from a local solar 

electricity supplier through any special rate, charge, tariff, classification, term or condition of service, or utility 
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rule or regulation, that is not also imposed on other customers of the same type or class that do not consume 

electricity from a local solar electricity supplier.  

(3) An electric utility shall not be relieved of its obligation under law to furnish service to any customer within its 

service territory on the basis that such customer also purchases electricity from a local solar electricity supplier.  
(4) Notwithstanding paragraph (1), nothing in this section shall prohibit reasonable health, safety and welfare 

regulations, including, but not limited to, building codes, electrical codes, safety codes and pollution control 

regulations, which do not prohibit or have the effect of prohibiting the supply of solar-generated electricity by a 
local solar electricity supplier as defined in this section.  

(c) DEFINITIONS. For the purposes of this section:  

(1) “local solar electricity supplier” means any person who supplies electricity generated from a solar electricity 
generating facility with a maximum rated capacity of no more than 2 megawatts, that converts energy from the 

sun into thermal or electrical energy, to any other person located on the same property, or on separately 

owned but contiguous property, where the solar energy generating facility is located.  

(2) “person” means any individual, firm, association, joint venture, partnership, estate, trust, business trust, 
syndicate, fiduciary, corporation, government entity, and any other group or combination.  

(3) "electric utility" means every person, corporation, partnership, association, governmental entity, and their 

lessees, trustees, or receivers, other than a local solar electricity supplier, supplying electricity to ultimate 
consumers of electricity within this state.  

(4) “local government” means any county, municipality, special district, district, authority, or any other 

subdivision of the state. 

(d) ENFORCEMENT AND EFFECTIVE DATE. This amendment shall be effective on January 3, 2017. 


