CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT INITIATIVE PETITION FORM
FOR PERSONAL USE ONLY (s. 100.371, F.S)

Petition Number Date Received
2215 10/26/2022

BALLOT TITLE: Judicial Discretion in Sentencing in Criminal Cases

Ballot Summary: Provides strict separation between legislative branch and judicial branch with respect to sentencing in all
criminal cases to give sentencing judges discretion to consider certain factors before formulating appropriate sentences and
provides individuals currently serving any fixed sentence or mandatory sentence a means to petition the court of original

jurisdiction to obtain a resentencing hearing to allow sentencing judges discretion to consider those factors before formulating
appropriate sentences.

Financial Impact Statement:

Sponsor:  Floridians for Redeemable People

Address: Post Office Box 520337 Longwood, FL 32752

Voter's Information and Attestation
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| am a registered Florida voter, and | am petitioning the Secretary of State to place the proposed amendment on the ballot.

Signature Datesigned | | |/ [ |/ | [ | |

For Personal Use

This form is for PERSONAL USE only. Unless registered as a petition circulator, it is a third degree felony to collect, deliver,
or otherwise physically possess more than 25 signed petition forms in addition to your own or those of immediate family
members.

Forms for petition circulators can be obtained from the Division's Petition Circulator website.

Visit https://initiativepetitions.dos.fl.gov for more information.

Notices

 This form becomes a public record once filed with the Supervisor of Elections.
« lItis a first degree misdemeanor to knowingly sign the same petition more than once. [§104.185, F.S.]
» The form will not be validated if all of the requested information is not completed.
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CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT FULL TEXT

Article and Section Being Created or Amended:
Amends Article I, Section 3

Full Text of the Proposed Amendment:
SECTION 3. Branches of government—

{a) The powers of the state government shall be divided into legislative, executive and judicial
branches. No person belonging to one branch shall exercise any powers appertaining to either of the
other branches unless expressly provided herein.

(b) There shall remain a strict separation between the legislative branch and the judicial branch
with respect to sentencing in criminal cases. Although the legislature may provide recommended
guidelines for sentencing and set statutory ranges for offenses it shall not set by law any fixed
sentence of incarceration for any offense. Sentencing judges shall be vested with all power
necessary to enter an appropriate sentence within the statutory range provided for the offense in
each case set for sentencing. Sentencing judges may take into consideration a state attorney's
request for the imposition of a mandatory sentence; however, the judge retains the exclusive
authority not to impose such sentence.

{c) _Sentencing judges shall be tasked with considering the unique facts of each case, including
the seriousness of the offense, the age of the defendant, the degree of culpability of the defendant,
the remorse and responsibility demonstrated by the defendant, the defendant's need for deterrence
from future criminality, the defendant's prior criminal history, and the public safety before formulating
an appropriate sentence. Sentencing judges, at their discretion, may order pre-sentence
investigations, order mental health evaluations, obtain victim input, and utilize any resource available
in furtherance of determining an appropriate sentence in every case before the court and set for
sentencing. The reason for the sentence imposed shall be reduced to writing and be a part of the
record.

(d) Those individuals currently serving any fixed sentence or mandatory sentence of
incarceration may petition the court of original jurisdiction to obtain a resentencing hearing before the
original sentencing judge, whenever possible, to provide the sentencing judge the discretion to
consider an appropriate sentence.

(e) This amendment shall take effect one year from the date it is voted into law and shall be
applied retroactively.
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